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fine brocaded lampa6 and silk damasks, among 
which a fine straw color Louis XVI. lampas, 
another very effective Louis XIV. green and gold 
tinsel lampas, a yellow Japanese Louis XV. damask, 
etc., etc. 

The exhibit of A. Birey, although small can 
easily rival with those of bigger firms as Hamot, 
Broccquenie, etc. Mr. Birey was with the former 
firm during six years, and with Broccquenie over 
seven years. He is considered a thorough arti6t in 
the trade by the French high grade decorators. 
Hehas already some rich American patrons, and if 
some rewards were given to the French section, no 
doubt that Mr. A. Birey would receive the share he 
deserves for his taste, ability and skill in decorating 
fabrics. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 



The artist-writer seems to be in demand. Mr. 
Frederic Remington's recent essays with the pen 
have been almost as acceptable as his painting, and 
now Mr. Edwin Lord Weeks is announced as hav- 
ing prepared a series of illustrated articles on the 
journey from the Black Sea to the Persian Gulf by 
caravan. He is the artist who accompained Mr. 
Theodore Child on the expedition on which the 
latter lost his life, and his descriptions of thejour- 
ne v taken from his diary are said to be unusually 
graphic and interesting. The illustrations are from 
paintings made in oil from sketches taken along the 
way. 

The Century has just come in possession of one 
of the most unique and important historical docu- 
ments of the age. It is a record of the daily life 
of Napoleon Bonaparte on board the English ship 
which bore him into captivity at St. Helena, as con- 
tained in the hitherto unpublished journal of the 
secretary of the admiral in charge. The reports of 
many conversations held by the admiral with the 
deposed Emperor regarding his important cam- 
paigns are given with great fullness, and there is 
much about the bearing and the personal habits of 
Bonaparte during the voyage. The Memoirs of 
Las Cases contain the story of the Emperor's de- 
portation as told by a Frenchman and a follower ; 
this diary is an English gentleman's view of the 
same memorable journey, and of the impressions 
made by daily contact with the man who had all 
Europe at his feet. 

The diary will be published in early numbers of 
The Century. 

Outing for September opens with a fascinating, 
complete story — "Donald Grey ; the Luck of a 
Good-for-Nothing," by A. B. Ward. The youthful 
pranks and escapades of the hero, his removal to 
Gotham, his misuse of brilliant talents aDd gradual 
fall from honorable employment to sharp practices 
and "playing the races" and the pathetic picture 
of a weak, doting mother sorrowing at home, are 
all sketched in a masterly manner. Thousands of 
bright youths have run the same fatal course, 
thousands more will follow it to be finally ruined by 
.turf gambling, and many an ambitious reader of 
Outing can study the story for his good. It is a 
warning true to life and free from twaddling senti- 
ment. Other notable features of an excellent num- 
ber are, " Temecula Canon," a picture of California 
sport, by T. S. Van Dyke; "Our Sailor Soldiers," 
by E. B. Mero; "Football on the Pacific Slope," 
by Jno. Craig, and "A Wolf- Hunt," by Patty M. 
Selmes. 

The September Atlantic Nonthly contains an 
article which will be of special iDterest for a con- 
siderable number of readers, on " Edwin Booth," 
by Mr. Henry A. Clapp, the eminent Boston critic, 
whose appreciation of Mr. Booth is equal to his 
skill and literary art in adequately describing him 
as an actor. A second article of special value just 
now is one on "Wildcat Banking in the Teens," in 
which the historian J. Bach McMaster gives much 
information with regard to the old State banks 
which some people fear are to be restored. Brad- 
ford Torrey contributes an article, in his particular 



line of outdoor interest, on " The St. Augustine 
Road." Charles Egbert Craddock continues with 
even increased vigor the serial story "His Vanished 
Star." Charles Stewart Davison has an article of 
very great interest on Swiss travel, " A Slip on the 
Ortler." Agnes Repplier writes in her incisive and 
engaging way on " A Kitten." "A Russian Sum- 
mer Resort " furnishes a theme of excellent variety 
for Mi6S Isabel F. Hapgood. Miss Preston and 
Miss Dodge continue their transactions and notes 
on Petrarch's Correspondence. Sir Edward Stra- 
chey, who has furnished several attractive articles 
lately, contributes a paper on " Love and Mar- 
riage." Mr. E. V. Smalley writes of the "Insola- 
tion of Life on Prairie Farms." Fanny D. Bergen 



namely, the Third Annual Convention of tbe New 
Jersey State Association, the Second Semi-Annual 
Convention of the Massachusetts Association, and 
the Eighth Annual Convention of the New York 
State Association. There is a report of the Exec- 
utive Board Meeting of the National Association. 
There are also reports of the ordinary meetings of 
the Baltimore and Brooklyn Associations, in ad- 
dition to the usual number of high class articles on 
matters of interest to the painting craft. 

The papers read by the practical painters at these 
various conventions range over every possible topic 
of interest to the painting trade, from the consider- 
ation of " The Trials and Tribulations of the Master 
Painter" to 6uch topics as "The Restoration and 




The " Frankfort/ 1 Wall-Paper. By Lewis F. Day. (Jeffrey <SCCo.) 



contributes a very pleasant outdoor paper called 
"Nibblings and Browsings." President Walker, 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, writes 
a very 6trong paper on " The Technical School 
and the University," taking decided exception to 
some views advanced by Professor Shaler in the 
August number. Aline Gorren treats of the 
"Moral Revival in France." Notices of New 
Books and the Contributors' Club complete a very 
good number. 

The August issue of Painting and Decorating, 
Philadelphia, is a midsummer convention number, 
and contains verbatim reports of the proceedings of 
no less than three conventions of Master Painters,' 



Treatment of Hardwood Finish," "The Adultera- 
tion of Linseed Oil in Paints," " How to Kill Stains 
in Plastered Ceilings," " How to Preserve Iron 
Work," "Present Methods of Staining and Finish- 
ing Woodwork," and such like topics. 

Now and then some of the papers contain some 
very humorous ideas, although not specially in- 
tended to be humorous. A paper on "Decoration 
Past and Present," read by Mr. Frederick Parsons, 
before the Massachusetts Association, is one of this 
kind, and as the subject is one in which we are 
particularly interested, we hope that gentleman 
will excuse us for criticising some of his remarks. 

Mr. Parsons wishes to know "Whether or not 
the proper sphere of the Master Painter is humble 
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subservience to the average architect, the magazine 
art oracle, the wall-paper trade and the furniture 
salesman," and those various individuals who, ac- 
cording to this gentleman, completely dominate 
the business of decorating. He objects in partic- 
ular to the work of the "magazine art oracle," 
which he condemns in the following terms : "Asa 



class they have not the slightest knowledge of the 
subjects they discourse upon, that is, when the sub- 
ject is practical decorating." Now, considering 
the fact that Mr. Parsons adds to his business as a 
decorator, the profession of lt magazine art oracle," 
as a side i6sue, he must certainly speak from a full 
heart of the shortcomings of such individuals. But 
strange to say he is willing to forgive the mistakes 
and imaginings of all "magazine art oracles" 
(including himself), if only, as he says, their 
''motives are clean and unbiased by commercial- 
ism." He deprecates the business of an "art 
oracle in dutifully writing puffs and peanismson 
his prominent patrons, paints, furniture, fabrics 
and papers," and in view of this statement we are 
tempted to ask Mr. Parsons if he ever omitted in 
writing a description of his own work for publica- 
tion, to very strongly praise it in "puffs and 
peanisms " as an example of the highest type of 
decorative work ? Or in trying to obtain a job from 
a customer, did be ever handle a roll of paper and 
say, "Sir, I would like to use this paper on your 
house, but I realty cannot recommend it, because if 
I did so recommend it, I would be occupying the 
position of an art oracle whose motives are biased 
by commercialism, and as I have strongly con- 
demned all art oracles who write with motives 
biased by commercialism, I hope you will excuse 
me from recommending any man's wall-paper, or 
paint, or furniture." 

Our essayist is not the first individual who has 
taken a fling at writers on decorative art topics, 
taking his stand upon the idiotic statement that 
"they have not the slightest practical knowledge 
of the subjects they dissourse upon:" As a matter 
of fact, no " art oracle " that we are aware of can 
write a description say of the manufacture of wall- 
paper, or of the chemical composition and manu- 
facture of paints, or even of the artistic beauty of 
the finish decorative work, out of his own brain, 
without knowing something of the subject he 
writes upon. The writer makes it hi6 business to 



interview the practical painter and decorator to 
obtain correct information about subjects he does 
not understand, and he simply records the prac- 
tical information so obtained, in better language 
than the practial man could do it for himself, and 
his work is acceptable, and is published as giving 
a true statement of the facts referred to. If any- 
thing the writer says is not correct from a practical 
standpoint, then it is the fault of the so-called prac- 
tical man who supplied the information. 

But what is " practical decoration " anyhow, 
that it should assume so much arrogance when 
speaking of the work done by writers on decora- 
tive topics ? Is it not a fact that the practical dec- 
orator has to cater on every job to the whims of his 
customer ? Our essayist himself, quoting the opinions 
of a London journeyman, says : " Decoration ! There 
ain't none ;" and adds that "this man's opinion 
coincides very materially with his own personal ex- 
perience." If, therefore, the everyday work of 
the decorators is not decoration, of what value is 
their criticism when applied to the work of " the 
magazine art oracle ? " 

Mr. Parsons wishes the Master Painters Associa- 
tion to publish " an exclusive Journal of Trans- 
actions, such as are issued by learned institutions." 
He wants an association periodical devoted solely 
to the progress of the decorators, and to the ad- 
vance of their interests. We naturally infer that, he 
looks upon the existing trade magazines with sus- 
picion, and even insinuates they are in the pay of 
their advertisers. This is an old subject, which has 
been discussed a great many times before Mr. Par- 
sons appeared upon the scene. He , loudly calls 
upon all decorators, including himself, " to make a 
sacrifice for art's sake," and claims that a man "has 
no business in the art line " unless he does this. We 
would suggest setting an example of self-sacri- 
fice by putting up the money to pay the cost of es- 
tablishing this "exclusive journal of transactions." 
It would only cost one hundred thousanjd dollars to 
do so, and if this sum be too large for his means, 
then let him be one of one hundred who will ad- 
vance one thousand dollars each to establish 6uch 
a publication as he refers to. 
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Polychromatic Ornamentation, 

By A. Racinet. Containing innumerable 
designs in all styles of ancient and mod- 
ern historic art. In two series. 

First Series contains 100 plates in 
chroino lithography. Price, $40.00. 

•Second Series contains 120 plates in 
chroino-lithography. Price, $53.40. 

A Grammar of Ornament, 

By Owen Jones. Containing 112 colored 
plates in vivid colors, representing the 
various styles of ornament. Price, $35.00. 

Specimens of Architecture and 
Sculpture, 

By M. A. Raguenet. In 20 volumes. Price, 
each volume, $4.00. 

Ornamental Treasures, 

A popular collection of 85 colored plates, 
illustrating the Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek, 
Roman, Pompeian, Chinese, Japanese, 
Indian, Persian, Arabian, Moresque, 
Turkish, Celtic, Byzantine, Middle Ages, 
Italian, French, and German Renaissance, 
and the styles of the 17th and 18th cen- 
turies. Price, $8.00. 



Figure Ornaments in the Cupola 
and Halls of the Imperial Court 
Museum of Natural History at 
Vienna. 

In two series, each containing 28 plates 
and portfolio. The figure sculpture in this 
work is of commanding elegance. Price, 
each series, $8.70. 

Nature in Ornament, 

By Lewis F. Day. Containing 123 full- 
page plates and 192 illustrations in the 
text, showing examples of decorative treat- 
ment of motives from nature in all styles 
of decorative art. Illustrated by Egyp- 
tian temple sculptures, Assyrian wall dec- 
oration, Coptic embroidery, Chinese porce- 
lain painting, Hindoo stone carving, Paint- 
ed stuffs from Peru, Greek scroll orna- 
ment, sculptures and mosaic, Gothic tra- 
ceries, Celtic interlacements, Heraldic 
ornament, Mohammedan wood carving, 
Rococo scroll carving, Pompeian wall 
painting, Persian carpets, Tudor carvings, 
Italian bronzes, Japanese diapers, Sicilian 
silk patterns and modern designs in silks, 
cretonnes, wall papers, carvings, etc., etc. 



248 pages. 
$5.00. 



12mo. Cloth. Gilt. Price, 



Text Books of Ornamental Design, 

By Lewis F. Day. No. 1, The Anatomy of 
Pattern (35 full- page illustrations) ; No. 2, 
The Planning of Ornament (38 full-page 
illustrations) ; No. 3, The Application of 
Ornament (43 full-page illustrations). 
Bound in cloth. In one volume. Price, 
$4.50. 

Lessons in Decorative Design, 

By Frank G. Jackson. Mr. Jackson is the 
second master in the Birmingham Munici- 
pal School of Art. This admirable work 
has been prepared to assist students in 
their early decorative attempts by show- 
ing them the constructive origin of 
ornamentation, and the profuse illustra- 
tions make clear the guiding principles 
and orderly methods that underlie true 
decoration of every kind. It is an admir- 
able work. Price, $3.00. 

Das Mobel, 

By Messrs. E. Lambert and A. Stahl, 
architects. An illustrated history of fash- 
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